On the 4th June 2004 a PSUK Judo team traveled to Sweden to partake in training weekend and team match against a Swedish National Police judo team. When the Swedes competed against a PAA National Judo team in Manchester in 2002 they were victors 6 to 1 with one match drawn.

The team was as follows:

Darren Dean - North Wales Police

Jason Moore – Grampian Police

Neil Langworthy – Suffolk Police

John Tierney – Northumbria Police

Mark Brew – Merseyside Police

Neil Read - Cheshire Police

Joe Reeves - Cheshire Police

Team Manager and Coach – Andy Moss – Cheshire Police

The team were welcomed at Gothenburg airport by the Swedish Police National coach Johnny Berg, ex Olympian Lars Adolffson and Ulf Bark. Lars is now a specialist dog handler and Ulf an undercover drugs enforcer, both of whom are based at Boros, about 20km from Gothenburg.

Boros was to be the team’s home for the two night stay with accommodation being in wooden cabins on the local camping site. The hosts made sure that the team had everything that they needed and were most helpful. It was obvious from the outset that the Swedish team had made great efforts to organise an excellent weekend. The schedule was as follows:

Friday 4th 

Training and open randori (free practice and fighting) at Judoklub Boros (a centre of excellence for Judo in Sweden)

Saturday 5th June

Morning – Team match GB Police v Sweden Police

Afternoon – Training and randori

Evening – BBQ and social evening

Sunday 6th June

Morning – visit to Boros main police station

Afternoon – Return to Gothenburg airport and return to UK.

The facilities at the judo club were second to none, there was a sprung floor with two competition areas, superb showers and sauna and a café and viewing area on the first floor. The randori (free fighting) on the Friday night was hard and fair with the GB team soon finding that their task was not to be easy. The Swedes have a strong tradition of judo with Lars Adolffson reaching the semi final of the Olympic Games at Barcelona in 1992, beating the World Champion, Kim of Korea on his way! Lars gave some excellent coaching over the weekend and the GB team were able to return with some new found techniques.

The team match, although fought in a friendly atmosphere was to prove a close and hard fought battle.

Referees were:

Mourad Belkhir, Christen Maheshiold, Nicholas Stranscherg and Joahim Linberg.

The fights were as follows:

Match 1 -  John Tierney v Ulf Bark – Win 10 points for GB - Uchimata throw followed by a hold down.

Match 2 – Neil Langworthy v John Nilsson – Win 10 points for Sweden – Tomoenage throw.

Match 3 – Jason Moore v Johan Wahlberg – Win 3 points for GB – ouichi gari – koka.

Match 4 – Darren Dean v Peter Tedieholm – Win 10 points Sweden – Sangaku hold down

Match 5 – Neil read v Peter Tedeiholm – Win 7 points Sweden – penalties for pacivity

Match 6 – Jason Moore v John Nilsson – Win 10 points GB – Ippon Sieoneage throw (10 seconds to go)

Match 7 – John Tierney v Johan Wahlberg – Win 3 points GB – koka - leg grab

Match 8 – Joe Reeves v Ulf Bark – Win 10 points GB – Uchimata throw and hold down.

The result being 5 matches to three to Great Britain, it was tense to the end as if Joe Reeves had lost the last match Sweden would have won the team match with more points gained.

Our Swedish hosts took us out into the town for lunch on each day and for an evening meal on the Friday, Ulf Bark’s wife cooked up a splendid BBQ on the Saturday night, before the team enjoyed a night out in Boros.

Sunday morning was spent at Boros police station, which put any UK police station I have ever been into, to shame. The garage was cleaner and definitely tidier than most CID offices! A tour of the police station, equipment and museum was not only an eye-opener, but a demonstration of their very different ways of policing. Lars Adolffson recounted how the previous week he had been on a training exercise involving him absailing from a helicopter with his police dog suspended below him in a special harness! There is so much vast forestry and open land that access by vehicle is sometimes impossible. Neil Read was his usual entertaining self, never missing an opportunity to make our hosts and the teammates smile. He was presented with a Swedish Police beret, which never seemed to leave his head and even found his way into one of the exhibits in the police museum (photo attached)

The event was a great success, not only in terms of the Judo, but in the increasing relationship between the two National Police Teams. Plans are already in place to invite a Swedish police team back to the UK for a return match in 2006. The team would like to express their gratitude to Johnny Berg, Lars Adolffson and Ulf Bark for being such great hosts and for ferrying the team around all weekend.

