



[image: image1.jpg]



Police Sport UK Judo Annual Report 2006
This report covers the period 1st April 2006 to 31st March 2007
A busy year for police judo, we started the year with a coaching and technical weekend in March at the Greater Manchester Police training school, this was well attended with in excess of eighty players attending  including a high proportion of coaches using this licensed event to revalidate their coach awards.  Neil Adams took the lead for the technical session once again showing how high his understanding of technique is.  A very well attended PSUK national grading also took place over the weekend supported by members of the North West area, our particular thanks to Graham Bayley for facilitating the refereeing.
May saw us at Bath University for the first Team Bath versus British Police team match, this was an exciting exchange with a high level of judo being displayed resulting in a win for Team Bath.  This match was the first event to commence our link with Team Bath and is intended to be an annual fixture.  The squad selected for this match were all up for selection to represent Great Britain in the European Judo Championships set for March 07 in Russia; Bath saw them given a selection criteria from which the eventual team would be chosen. 
Our National Championships were hosted in September by Greater Manchester Police and staged at Manchester University; this was a well attended and saw some new faces such as Samantha Kelly (Metropolitan Police) and Lauren Slater (West Yorkshire).  This was a particular exciting championship with players seeking not only to win a national title but selection for the European championships.  It was nice to see some of the old faces competing in the masters and veteran categories as well as new players in the kyu grade event, showing that this championship has something for all our members.
Lancashire Constabulary stepped in at a late stage and hosted the November Technical weekend and National Grading.  Norito Katabuchi was our guest coach, there must be few that have not had the opportunity to study technique under Norito one of Team Bath’s coaches, Norito’s technical ability is superb and was extremely well received.

February brought us once again to Team Bath for our four day  pre European Championship training camp, basing ourselves in Bath, the squad trained twice a day with the Team Bath full time players plus high quality randori practises at Team Bath, the Budokwai  and Welsh Institute of Sport in Cardiff.  Our particular thanks to Mike Callan and Norito Katabuchi at Bath, Tony Sweeney, and Pete Blewett at the Budokwai and Ray Harrington Chairman of the Welsh Judo Association and Neil Adam National Coach for Wales for all their support in arranging these sessions and encouraging the British Police squad in their preparations for the European Championships.
European Championships Moscow March 2007 the pinnacle of a tremendous amount of preparation, particularly during the previous twelve months. 
The Great Britain Police team selected was:

Andy Moss Head of Delegation, Chris Hunt National Coach, Matt Clempner National Coach, Darren Dean National Support Coach, Lloyd Nicolson Team Physiotherapist. Men’s Team, under 66k Gary Liddle Surrey Police, under 73k David Hawkins Nottinghamshire Police, 

under 81k Jason Moore Grampian Police under 90k Lee Holley Devon and Cornwall Constabulary, under 100k Gavin McNeil Lothian  and Borders Police, over 100k John Ellis West Midlands Police.

Woman’s Team, under 52k Alison Warner Metropolitan Police, under 57k Samantha Kelly Metropolitan Police, under 63k Debbie Read West Midlands Police, under 70k Lauren Slater West Yorkshire Police, under 78k Rachel Wilding Surrey Police. 

This was the most successful British Police Team, with Rachel Wilding winning our first gold medal to become European Champion with Lauren Slater and Alison Warner winning well deserved bronze medals. The standard of judo was extremely high with many of the players competing particularly from Eastern Europe engaged in full time training.  With several fifth and seventh places the Great Britain team finished fifth out of twenty five countries with the woman’s team finishing third overall.  A fantastic result brought about by the hard work and commitment of the team who for much of the year has had to be self supportive due to duty and geographical reasons.


